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GENERAL JOHN BEATTON

One of the host distinguished gentlemen of

South Carolina is the Honorable or General John

Bratton^ the descendant of a family that has been

identified with the development of S, G, since its

RECEPTION INTO THE UNION OF STATES, FrOH TINE TO

TINE ITS MEMBERS HAVE BEEN HONORED BY THE PEOPLE

WITH IMPORTANT TRUSTS^ AND DURING THE REVOLUTION

NONE FOUGHT MORE VALIANTLY FOR INDEPENDENCE OF

GOVERNMENT THAN THEY, CoLONEL JlLLIAM BraTTON

ESPECIALLY DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF DURING THE COLO

NIES^ STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY, HiS CAREER IS SO CON

SPICUOUS IN THE Revolution, that it is not neces

sary TO GIVE IT IN DETAIL HERE, SuFFICE IT TO

SAY THAT Colonel Milliam Bratton was a Virginian

OF THE NOBLEST DESCENT, PrIOR TO THE REVOLUTION,

HE CAME WITH SEVERAL KINSMEN TO YoRK CoUNTY, S, G,

AND ROSE TO GREAT PROMINENCE IN HIS NEW HOMEJ FIRST,

AS A PLANTER, AND THEN AS A LEADER OF THE YoRK

County forces, who fought in the war for American

INDEPENDENCE UNDER SuMTER. HiS SON, WiLLIAM, WAS

AMONG THE FIRST PUPILS AND GRADUATES IN Mt, ZlON

College of Winnsboro, S, C, and'after severing his



In 1659 HE HARRIED ELIZABETH DuBoSE^ DAUGHTER
O o

OF Theodore/DuBose, They had three children^

WiLLiAH Bratton, Theodore-DuBose Bratton^ Episcopal

Bishop of Mississippi, and Isabella Means Bratton,

General Bratton died at Winnsbop.o, S, G, on Janu

ary 123 1898,

Until the outbreak of the Civil Mar John

Bratton continued in his hedical profession with

MODERATE SUCCESSj AND AT THAT TIME ANSWERED THE

FIRST CALL FOR TROOPS UNDER THE "TeN EeGIMENt'^

ACT^ AND WAS ENLISTED AS A PRIVATE, He WAS SOON

MADE CAPTAINy SERVED IN THAT CAPACITY DURING THE

BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SuMTERy AND UNTIL THE STATE

TROOPS WERE CALLED-ON TO ENLIST IN THE CONFEDERATE

SERVICE, Bis company declined to respondy AND HE

AGAIN ENLISTED AS A PRIVATEy AND WITH TWENTY-THREE

MEN OF HIS OLD COMPANYy HELPED TO FILL UP ANOTHER

COMPANY OF THE SiXTH ReGIMENT THAT DID ENLIST, ThE

REGIMENT WAS SOON ORDERED TO VlRGINIAy ANDy ON THE

EVE OF ITS DEPARTUREy A VACANCY OCCURINGy HE WAS

SELECTED TO FILL ITy AND BECA.ME JUNIOR SECOND-

LIEUTENANT OF Company Cy Sixth S, C, Regimenty C,S,C,



He served as such until the term of service (one

year) for which they enlisted expired. While in

WINTER QUARTERSy AT CENTERVILLEy HE URGED RE-EN-

LISTHENTy FOR THE WARy OF THE REGIMENT IN ITS EN

TIRETY WITHOUT DISTURBING ITS ORGANIZATION. ThIS

PROPOSITION FAILEDy BUT HE AND EIGHTEEN MEN OF HIS

OLD COMPANY (aLL THAT REMAINED) RE-ENLISTED.

General Johnstony hearing of the little move

ment y WAS PLEASED TO ENCOURAGE ITy AND THEY SUC

CEEDED IN RE-ENLISTING THE FIRST COMPANY OF ONE-

YEAR MEN IN JoHNSTON's ARMY. ThIS RESULTED IN

THE RE-ENLISTMENT OF ABOUT ALL THE ABLE-BODIED MEN

OF THE SiXTHy THAT SURVIVED THAT YEAR OF CAMP LIFE

AND sickness; for they HADy DURING THAT YEARy BUT

ONE FIGHTy AND THAT WAS IN THE LAST MONTH OF THE

YEAR - THE BaTTLE OF DraNESVILLE. In THIS BATTLE

WAS NOT ONLY WHAT WAS A SURPRISEy BUT A VERITABLE

TRAPy INTO WHICH THE USUALLY ALERT AND SKILLFUL

Jeb Stuart innocently and unsuspectingly marched.

The conduct of Brat tony known in camp as the

"strict lieutenant"y AND THE IMPRINT OF THAT DIS

FAVOR WHICH IS THE LOT OF THE SUBALTERN WHO ADHERES



TO DISCIPLINE^ ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION AND COM

MANDED THE CONFIDENCE OF THE ENTIRE REGIMENT. At

THE RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE RE-ENLISTED BATTALION

(there were ONLY MEN ENOUGH FOR SIX FULL COMPANIES)

HE DECLINED TO OPPOSE HIS CA^PTAIN AND FIRST-LIEU-

TENANT, BOTH OF WHOM ASPIRED TO THE COMMAND OF THE

RE-ENLISTED COMPANY, AND REFUSED TO ENTER INTO ANY

CONTENTION FOR OFFICE,

/

He was again a private when the utterly "un-

SUSPECTED" OCCURRED. He WAS ELECTED TO THE CO MMAND

OF THE RE-ENLISTED BATTALION, WHICH IN A SHORT

I

TIME FILLED UP TO A REGIMENT, OF WHICH HE AFTER

WARDS BECAME COLONEL,

On the battlefield OF the Wilderness, where

HE CONDUCTED HIMSELF WITH THE GREATEST VALOR AND

BRILLANCE, HE WAS MADE BRIGADIER-GENERAL, GENERAL

Lee sent a te.legram to the war department at Rich

mond, ON THE NIGHT- OF. THE SECOND DAY^S FIGHT, RE

QUESTING THE IMMEDIATE PROMOTION AND CONFIRMATION

OF Colonel Bratton, His -request was fully complied

WITH ON THE NEXT DAY,- WhEN THE GREAT LeE SUR

RENDERED AT Appomattox, General Bratton- commanded



THE LARGEST BRIGADE OF THE SURRENDERED ARMY, ThOUGH

FIGHTING AND HOLDING THE ENEMY IN CHECK BY DAY AND

MARCHING BY NIGHT (CONTINUOUSLY FROM AmeLIA G, H»)

THAT GLORIOUS OLD BRIGADE WAS SO WELL HELD TOGETHER

THAT IT REACHED A.PPOMATTOX STRONGER THAN ANY DIVISION^

AND THAN ANY CORPS^ EXCEPT THAT TO WHICH IT BELONGED

(Longstreet ^s) in the surrendered army. It is true
\

that General Lee had only 8000 men under arms^

Bratton ^s Brigade constituted nearly one-fifth of

THE SURRENDERED ARMY. OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE BRI

GADE PAROLED, AGGREGATED ABOUT 1,500, HiS BRIGADE

MAINTAINED ITS ORGANIZATION AFTEP. THE SURRENDER,

AND VOLUNTEERED THE SAME RESPECT FOR HIS AUTHORITY

IT HAD UNDER MILITARY LAW, AND THUS ENABLED HIM TO

CONDUCT THEM IN ORDERLY MARCH TO DaNVILLE, WHERE

RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION WAS SECURED FOR A PART OF

THE WEARY WAY HOME,

All other commands disbanded and scattered

FROM ApPOHATTOX, ThIS ACTION OF HIS MEN SHOWED IN

WHAT HIGH REGARD HE WAS HELD BY THEM,

During the war General Bratton was known as

"Old Reliable",



Retiring to his life at Farhington near Winns-

BOROj S, G, AS A PLANTER, HE WROTE ON ApRIL 20, 1866

(turned over to S, C. historians June 1879) a re-
t

SUHE, AND REPORT TO GENERAL AnDERSON OF StATESBURG,

S, G,, HIS FORMER COMMANDER OF THE VIRGINIA GaM-

paign. This paper that later v/as presented to the

South Garoliniana Society at S, G, University in

Golumbia, S, C. is entitled "From Southern Historic

al Papers Vol. VIII, numbers 10, 11, 12 Richmond,

Virginia, Hay 7, 1862 to January 1865. It says

"Report of operations of Bratton 's Brigade from

August 7, 1864 to January 1, 1865. " We moved to

Spottsylvania G. H. and arrived Hay 8th. The ene

my retired before, us. We lost during the night

KILLED AND WOUNDED 70 MEN. We DID NOT FIRE A SHOT,

We moved towards Petersburg . We did not take the

FORT BUT I would BE UNGRATEFUL IF I DID NOT PRAISE

THE EXTREME EFFORTS OF MY MEN. OUR LOSS WAS SEVERE,

There were Jenkin's Regiment, General Anderson, the

Twenty-fourth Division, Hoke^s North Garolina Regi

ment, General Early, General .D. H. Hill. Never.. -

BEFORE ON ANY BATTLEFIELD DURING THE WAR' WAS SEEN

MORE SPLENDID GALLANTRY EXHIBITED THAN ON THAT



FIELD OF UlLLIArlSBURG BUT THAT SPLENDID GALLANTRY

WAS THROWN AWAY AND WASTED BY BAD MANAGEMENT^ WHEN

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY EFFECTIVE IF PROPERLY

DIRECTED, This WAS^ I shall add, the first and

LAST TIME I EVER ASKED FOR A PLACE IN THE CHARGE -

A PARDONABLE FOLLY, I HOPE AT THAT STAGE OF THE

WAR General Anderson and his troops were in com

mand WHERE I AM TOLD THAT THE SEVEREST FIGHTING

WAS DONE^',

In this area in Virginia were Brigadier-Gener-

AL Jeb Stuart with his calvary; Hauor-General A. P,

Hill's Corps; General Richard H, Anderson's Division;

Ha^jor-General Lafayette HcLaw's Infantry; Brigadier-

General H, A, Early's Division; Brigadier-General

Fitz Hugh Lee's Calvary Brigade; Lieutenant-General

Richard S. Ewell 's 2nd Gorps,

In about a month from Hay 5, 1864 at the Battle

OF THE Wilderness and to about the end of the first

WEEK IN July to the Battle of Gold Harbor, the Feder

als lost 50,000 MEN, AND THE CONFEDERATES LOST

32,000. This was for the Northern Army 46 percent

OF THEIR FORCES, AND 41 PERCENT OF THE CONFEDERATE



Army,

The following facts are given under the name

OF General John Bratton in the historical archives

IN Columbia^ S, G,

"John Bratton^ age 50, Private Go, H 6th Regiment

S, G, Infantry, Enlisted June 15^ 1861 y Gaptain

WoODWARDSy S, G, UNDER GaPTAIN E, J, NeANS , On

roll October 51y 1861y as 5rd Lieutenant, On roll

December 51y 1861y as 2nd Lieutenant, On no later

ROLL,

"On Field and Staff as appointed Golonel April 22y

1862, Wounded Nay 51 y 1862 at Seven Pines and for

SEVERAL MONTHS PRISONER OF WAR AT FoRTRESS NoNROE,

Released September 1862, On roll February 28y 1865

AS COMMANDING JeNKIN^S BrIGADE, A.PPOINTED BrIGADIER-

General Nay 6y 1864, On state rolls as promoted

SUCCESSFULLY FROM GaPTAIN TO BrIGADIER-GeNERAL,"

When General Bratton returned to private life

IN FaIRFIELD GoUNTYy S, G,y HE AT ONCE SET ABOUT

TO WORK FOR THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE, FrOM THAT

TIME HIS CAREER HAS BEEN CO-EXTENSIVE WITH THE



HISTORY OF HIS STATE, He DID NOT FULLY AGAIN RE-

SUHE HIS PROFESSION^ BUT INSTEAD^ TURNED HIS AT

TENTION TO PLANTINGj IN WHICH HE SUCCEEDED WELL,

In 1866 Fairfield County elected hin to represent

HER IN THE STATE SENATE, He WAS A DELEGATE TO ALL

TAXPAYERS ^ UNIONS OF SoUTH CAROLINA; AND IN 1676

WAS Chairman of the Fairfield County Democratic

Committee, In 1880 he was chairpian of the state

Democratic Committee^ and in 1881^ upon the resig

nation OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE STATE, THE LEGIS

LATURE CALLED HIM TO FILL THE VACANCY, In 1884:^

HE WAS ELECTED TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM IN CON-

GREsSj OF Honorable John F, Evans^ deceased,

During the great campaign of 1876, General

Brat TON stood shoulder to shoulder with General

Wade Hampton, and won many victories for official

PURITY AND WHITE SUPREMACY; AND INDEED, SO VALUED

WERE HIS SERVICES AT THAT DARK HOUR, THAT HE WAS

LATER URGED AS A FIT CANDIDATE FOR THE GUBERNA

TORIAL CHAIR, At the inception of the farmers'

ALLIANCE MOVEMENT GENERAL BrATTON, WAS THE CANDI

DATE OF HIS PARTY, FOR GOVERNOR, AGAINST BeNJAMIN

Ryan Tillman, by whom he was defeated,



For many years General Bratton served as trus

tee OF THE State University; and ever took a deep

INTEREST IN ALL PUBLIC HOVEHENTS PRO HI SING GOOD.

John Bratton and his wife^ Isabella DuBose

Bratton^ brought grace to the social life of Winns-

BORO AND ADDED GREATLY TO THE CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS

ACTIVITIES OF FaIRFIELD,

He and his wife's earthly rehains rest in St.

John's Episcopal Church Gehetery in UinnsborOj South

Carolina. The honuhent harking the resting place

OF John Bratton bears these words:

"Beneath this stone
Erected 1957
By people who knew his greatness
In war and peace
Lies all that is hortal

OF

John Bratton
1851-1898

Fairfield County's forehost
Confederate soldier
Brigadier General Infantry
Arhy of Northern Virginia
Kershaw's Division
Longstreet's Corps"

"Seven Pines Seven Days Manassas
Sharpsburg Fredericksburg Gettysburg
Chicahauga Wilderness Spottsylvania
Cold Harbor Petersburg Saylor's Creek"



Written by Alice A, B, Walker, Genealogist of the

Thomas Woodward Chapter, National Society Daughters

OF THE American Revolution, Winnsboro, S. C,

October, 1963,



CONNECTION WITH THAT FAHOUS INSTITUTION, HE HADE

¥innsboro his home, and passed the remainder of

HIS LIFE THERE, RECEIVING A THOROUGH MEDICAL

TRAINING UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF Dr, RuSH, A CELE

BRATED PHYSICIAN, OF Philadelphia, William Bratton

DEVOTED THE GREATER PART OF HIS LIFE TO THAT NOBLE

CALLING, AND ROSE TO EMINENCE AS A MOST SKILLFUL

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, He MARRIED A DAUGHTER OF

General Richard Winn, and to this union four

CHILDREN WERE BORN, ThE MOTHER DIED IN EARLY LIFE,

AND THE FATHER THEN MARRIED NiSS ISABELLA NeANS,

DAUGHTER OF JoHN HeANS, OF GraNBY, S. G, To THIS

LATTER MARRIAGE FOUR CHILDREN VfERE BORN OF WHICH

John is the youngest, John Bratton was born at

WiNNSBOnO, S, G, IN THE HOUSE BUILT ON FORMER WiNN

PR0PER TY 0N NaR CH 7, 1831, HaVING BEEN GIVEN

EVERY EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGE IN HIS BOYHOOD, HE WAS

GRADUATED FROM Ht, ZiON GoLLEGE, OF HIS NATIVE

TOWN, AND IN 1850 WAS GRADUATED FROM THE S, G,

Gollege, at Columbia, Three years later he com

pleted A COURSE IN THE S, C, HeDICAL GoLLEGE, AT

Charleston, and soon thereafter began the practice

OF MEDICINE IN HIS NATIVE COUNTY,


