GENERAL JOHN BRATTON

ONE OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMEN OF
SourH CarorLina 15 THE HonorRaBLE 0R GENERAL JOHN
BRATTON, THE DESCENDANT OF A FAMILY THAT HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT or S. C. SINCE ITS
RECEPTION INTO THE UNION OF STATES. FROM TIME TO
TIME ITS MEMBERS HAVE BEEN HONORED BY THE PEOPLE
WITH IMPORTANT TRUSTS, AND DURING THE BEVOLUTION
NONE FOUGHT MORE VALIANTLY FOR INDEPENDENCE OF
GOVERNMENT THAN THEY. CoLonrgL WrLnrai BRATTON
ESPECIALLY DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF DURING THE COLO-

' sTRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY. HIS CAREER IS SO CON-

NIES
SPICUOUS IN THE REVOLUTION, THAT IT IS NOT NECES-
SARY TO GIVE IT IN DETAIL HERE. SUFFICE IT TO

SAY THAT CoLONEL WILLIAM BRATTON WAS 4 VIRGINIAN

OF THE NOBLEST DESCENT. £Prror 1o 7HE REVOLUTION,

HE CAME WITH SEVERAL KINSMEN To Yorx Couwry, S. 0,
AND ROSE TO GREAT PROMINENCE IN HIS NEW HOME; FIRST,
AS A PLANTER, AND THEN AS 4 LEADER OF THE YOoRK
CounTy FORCES, WHEO FOUGHT IN THE WAR FOR AMERICAN
INDEPENDENCE UNDER SUMTER. Hris sow, vaLIAM, WAS
AMONG THE FIRST PUPILS AND GRADUATES IN Mrv., Zrow

Corrrer oF WrwnsBoro, S. C. 4ND AFTER SEVERING HIS



In 18590HE MARRIED H11z4BETH DUB0OSE, DAUGHTER
oF THEODORE/B&BOSE. Tury H4D THREE CHILDREN,
Wroorarm Brarron, Twropork-DuvBosg BRATTON, EPISCOPAL
Brsmop or MrssissripPI, AND IsaBrLLa lMmans Brarrow,

GeNERAL BrarTON DIED AT WrnnsmBoro, S. C. on Jawu-

4rRY 12, 1898,

Uvrrr THE OoUTBREAK OoF THE Crviin War JoHNn
BRATTON CONTINUED IN HIS MEDICAL PROFESSION WITH
MODERATE SUCCESS, AND AT THAT TINE ANSWERED THE
FIRST CALL FOR TROOPS UNDER THE 'Tgw Rzcrmewr"
ACT, AND WAS ENLIS&ED A4S 4 PRIVATE., HE w4s soon
MADE CAPTAIN, SERVED IN THAT CAPACITY DURING THE
BOMBARDMENT OF ForT SUﬁTER, AND UNTIL THE STATE
TROOPS WERE CALLED ON TO ENLIST IN THE CONFEDERATE
SERVICE. HIS COMPANY DECLINED TO RESPOND, AND HE
AGAIN ENLISTED AS A PRIVATE, AND WITH TWENTY-THREE
MEN OF HIS OLD COMPANY, HELPED TO FILL UP ANOTHER
COMPANY OF THE SIXTH REGIMENT THAT DID ENLIST. IHE
REGIMENT WAS SOON ORDERED TO VIRGINIA, AND, ON THE

EVi

&

- OF ITS DEPARTURE, A VACANCY OCCURING, HE WAS
SELECTED T0 FILL IT, AND BECAME JUNIOR SECOND-

LIEUTENANT oF Gompawny C, Srxrw &. C. Reermewnr, (.S.C,



Hg SERVED 4S SUCH UNTIL THE TERM OF SERVICE (ONE
YEAR) FOR WHICH THEY ENLISTED EXPIRED. WHILE IN
WINTER QUARTERS, AT CENTERVILLE, HE URGED RE-EN-
LISTMENT, FOR THE WAR, OF THE REGIMENT IN ITS EN-
TIRETY WITHOUT DISTURBING ITS ORGANIZATION. THIS
PROPOSITION FAILED, BUT HE AND EIGHTEEN MEN OF HIS

OLD COMPANY‘(ALL THAT RENAINED) RE-ENLISTED.

GENERAL JOHNSTON, HEARING OF THE LITTLE MOVE- .
MENT, WAS PLEASED TO ENCOURAGE IT, AND THEY SUC-
CEEDED IN RE~ENLISTING THE FIRST COMPANY OF ONE-
YEAR MEN IN JouNSTON'S 4RMY. THIS RESULTED IN
TEE RE-ENLISTMENT OF ABOUT ALL THE ABLE-BODIED MEN
oF THE SIXTH, THAT SURVIVED THAT YEAR OF CAMP LIFE
AND SICKNESS; FOR THEY HAD, DURING THAT YEAR, BUT
ONE FIGHT, AND THAT WAS IN THE LAST MONTH OF THE
YEAR - THE BATTLE OF DRANESVILLE. IN THIS BATTLE
WAS NOT ONLY WHAT WAS A SURPRISE, BUT A VERITABLE
TRAP, INTO WHICH THE USUALLY ALERT AND SKILLFUL

JEB STUART INNOCENTLY AND UNSUSPECTINGLY MARCHED.

Tur conNpUCT OF BRATTON, KNOWN IN CAMP A4S THE
"stRrcT LTEUTENANT", AND THE IMPRINT OF THAT DIS-

FAVOR WHICH IS THE LOT OF THE SUBALTERN WHO ADHERES



TO DISCIPLINE, ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION AND COM-
MANDED THE CONFIDENCE OF THE ENTIRE REGIMENT. Ar
THE RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE RE-ENLISTED BATTALION
(THERE WERE ONLY MEN ENOUGH FOR SIX FULL COMPANIES)
HE DECLINED TO OPPOSE HIS CAPTAINWN AND FIRST-LIEU-
TENANT, BOTH OF WHdM ASPIRED TO THE COMMAND OF THE
RE-ENLISTED COMPANY, AND REFUSED TO ENTER INTO ANY

CONTENTION FOR OFFICE,

HE WAS AGAIN 4 PRIVATE WHEN THE UTTERLY "o
suspecTED" OCCURRED., HE W4S BLECTED TO THE COMMAND
OF THE RE-ENLISTED BATTALION, WHICH IN A SHORT

i

TIME FILLED UP TO A REGIMENT, OF WHICH HE AFTER-

WARDS BECAME COLONEL,

Ov THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE WILDERNESS, WHERE
HE CONDUCTED HIMSELF WITH THE GREATEST VALOR AND
BRILLANCE, HE WAS MADE BRIGADIER~GENERAL. (ENERAL
Lgg SENT A TELEGRAM TO THE WAR DEPARTHENT 4T RrIcH-
MOND, ON THE NIGHT OF TéE SECOND DaY's FIGHT, RE-
QUESTING THE IMMEDIATE PROMOTION AND CONFIRMATION
oF CoLoNerL Brarron. HIS REQUEST WAS FULLY COMPLIED
WITH ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THE GREAT LEE SUR-

RENDERED AT APPOMATTOX, GENERAL BRATTON  COMMANDED



THE LARGEST BRIGADE OF THE SURRENDERED ARMY., THOUGH
FIGHTING AND HOLDING THE ENEMY IN CHECK BY DAY AND
MARCHING BY NIGHT (CONTINUOUSLY FROM AMErLra C. H.)
THAT GLORIOUS OLD BRIGADE WAS SO WELL HELD TOGETHER
THAT IT REACHED APPOMATTOX STRONGER THAN ANY DIVISION,
AND THAN ANY CORPS, EXCEPT THAT TO WHICH IT BELONGED
(LovesTREET'S) IN THE SURRENDERED ARMY. IT IS TRUE
\
raaT GENERAL LEE H4D onLY 8000 MZN UNDER ARMS,
Brarron's BRIGADE CONSTITUTED NEARLY ONE-FIFTH OF
THE SURﬁENDERED 4RMY., OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE BRI~
GADE PAROLED, AGGREGATED ABouT 1,500, HIsS BRIGADE
MAINTAINED ITS ORGANIZATION AFTER THE SURRENDER,
AND VOLUNTEERED THE SAME RESPECT FOR HIS AUTHORITY
IT HAD UNDER MILITARY LAW, AND THUS ENABLED HIN TO
CONDUCT THEM IN ORDERLY MARCH T0 DANVILLE, WHERE

RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION WAS BSECURED FOR A PART OF

THE WEARY WAY HONME,

ALL OTHER COMMANDS DISBANDED AND SCATTERED
FROIM APPOoMATTOX. Turs acrron OF HIS MEN SHOWED IN

WHAT HIGH REGARD HFE WAS HELD BY THEHNM,

Durine THE WAR GENERAL BRATTON WAS KNOWN AS

"OLp RerraBLE".



RETIRING TO HIS LIFE AT FARMINGTON NEAR WINNS-
BORO, S. (0. 45 4 PLANTER, HE WROTE on AprrL 20, 1868
(TU%NED over 10 S. C. HISTORIANS June 1879) 4 RE-
SUME, AND REPORT TO GENER4IL ANDERSON OF STATESBURG,
S. C., HIS FORMER COMMANDER OF THE VIRGINIA (aM-
p4r1eN, [THIS PAPER THAT LATER WAS PRESENTED TO THE
Sovry C4roLIinrTaNa Socrery a7 S. C. UNIVERSITY IN
CorumBra, S. C. 1s entIriLeEp "Frow SovruEryn HIsSTORIC-
4L Papers Vor. VIII, numBers 10, 11, 12 RICHMOND,
VircrInra, HMay 7, 1862 710 Jawuary 1865. I7 s47S
"REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF BrarTTOoN'S BRIGADE FROIN
Advcusrt 7, 1864 70 Janvary 1, 1865." W moveED TO
SporrsyrLvania C. H. anvD 4RRIVED [ay 8rH., THE ENE-
MY RETIRED BEFORE. US. WE LOST DURING THE NIGHT
XILLED AND wWoUNDED 70 MEN, WE DID NOT FIRE A SHOT,
Wr MovED mowarRDS PETERSBURG., WE DID NOT TAKE THE
FORT BUT I WOULD BE UNGRATEFUL IF I DID NOT PRAISE
THE EXTREME EFFORTS OF MY #EN, QUR LOSS WAS SEVERE.
Turre weRE JENKIN'S REcIMenT, GENERAL ANDERSON, THE
Twenry-rourrH Drvisron, Hoxr's Norrw Carorina Recr-
MENT, GENERAL Karpy, Generar.D. H. Hrii. NEvER:
BEFORE ON ANY BATTLEFIELD DURING THE WAR' WAS SEEN

MORE SPLENDID GALLANTRY EXHIBITED THAN ON THAT



FIELD OF WILLTAMSBURG BUT THAT SPLENDID GALLANTRY
WAS THROWN AWAY AND WASTED BY BAD MANAGEMENT, WHEN
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY EFFECTIVE IF PROPERLY
DIRECTED. THIS waS, I SHALL ADD, THE FIRST AND
LAST TIME I EVER ASKED FOR A PLACE IN THE CHARGE -
A PARDONABLE FOLLY. I HOPE AT THAT STAGE OF THE
wWw4aR GENERAL ANDERSON AND HIS TROOPS WERE IN COM-
MAND WHERE I 4M TOLD THAT THE SEVEREST FIGHTING

was DONE'.

IN THIS AREA4 IN VIRGINIA WERE BRIGADIER-GENER-
AL JEB STUART WITH HIS éZ%ﬁi?%; Magor-GenERAL 4. P,
Hroo's Corrs,; GeNgERAL Rrcmarp H., AnpeEmrsow's Divisriows
M4g0R-GENERAL LAFAYETTE Hclaw's INFANTRY; BRIGADIER-
GeneEr4al H, A. Earpy's Drvisronv,; BRIG4ADIER-GENERAL

Frrz Huvey Lerk's CaLvaRY BRIGADE; LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

Rrcuarp S. Ewrrr's 2np Corps.

IN 4aBoUuT A4 MONTH FROM [May 5, 1864 ar THE BaTTLE
oF THE WILDERNESS AND TO ABOUT THE END OF THE FIRST
WEEK IN JULY T0 THE Barrie oF CoLp HarBOR, THE FEDER-
4Ls Lost 50,000 mMEN, AND THE CONFEDERATES LOST
32,000, Turs was FoR THE NoRTHERN ARMY 46 PERCENT

OF THEIR FORCES, AND 41 pERCENT OF THE CONFEDERATE



Adrry.

T'vE FOLLOWING FACTS ARE GIVEN UNDER THE NAME
oF (GENERAL JOHN BRATTON IN THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

v CorumBra, S. C.

"Joun Brarrown, ack 30. Privare Co. H 6ty REGIMENT
S. C. Inrantry. EnpLrsrTep June 13, 1861, CaprarIn
Woopwarps, S, C. uwnper Caprarv E. J., Ngaws. On
rort OcroBzr 31, 1861, 4s 3rp Lrizurewant. ON ROLL
DecemMBER 31, 1861, 45 2np LrigurTEnanT. ON NO LATER

ROLL.

"On FrELDp anp STaFF 4S5 apPoInTED CoLONEL APRIL 22,
1862. Wounpep MNay 31, 1862 a7 SEvEN PINES AND FOR
SEVERAL MONTHS PRISONER OF WAR AT ForTREss MNoNnROE.
Rergasep SepremBER 1862, ONn RoLL FEBRU4RY 28, 1863
48 CoMMANDING JENKIN'S BRIGADE. APPOINTED BRIGADIER-
GENERAL fay 6, 1864. ON STATE ROLLS A4S PROMOTED

SUCCESSFULLY FROM (CA4PTAIN TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL.'"

Wuen GENERAL BRATTON RETURNED TO PRIVATE LIFE
IN FarrrreLp Couwry, S, (C., HE AT ONCE SET ABOUT
TO WORK FOR THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE. FROM THAT

T'TME HIS CAREER HAS BEEN CO-EXTENSIVE WITH THE



HISTORY OF HIS STATE. HE DID NOT FULLY AGAIN RE-
SUME HIS PROFESSION, BUT INSTEAD, TURNED HIS AT-
TENTION TO PLANTING, IN WHICH HE SUCCEEDED WELL.
In 1866 Farrrrerp CoUunNTY ELECTED HIM TO REPRESENT
HER IN THE STATE SENATE. HE WAS 4 DELEGATE TO ALL
7AXPAYERS ' unrtows oF Sourm CiaroLINa; 4ND IN 1876
was CdaIrRMAaN oF THE FaIRFIELD CoUNTY DEMOCRATIC
Commrrree, In 1880 HE wWAS CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE
Democrarrc ComMrrTEE, AND IN 1881, UPON THE RESIG-
NATION OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE STATE, THE LEGIS-
LATURE CALLED HIM TO FILL THE vacancy. In 13884,
HE WAS ELECTED TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM IN CON~

GRESS, OF HonoRABLE JOHN F, EVANS, DECEASED.

DURING THE GREAT cAMP4AIGN oF 1876, GENERAL
BRATTON ST0O0OD SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH GENERAL
Wape HamMPTON, AND WON MANY VICTORIES FOR OFFICTAL
PURITY AND WHITE SUPREMACY; AND INDEED, SO VALUED
WERE HIS SERVICES AT THAT DARK HOUR, THAT HE WAS
LATER URGED AS A FIT CANDIDATE FOR THE GUBERNA-
TORIAL CHAIR. AT THE INCEPTION OF THE FARMERS'
ALLIANCE MOVEMENT GENERAL BRATTON, WAS THE CANDI-
DATE OF HIS PARTY, FOR GOVERNOR, AGAINST BENJAMIN

Ryaw TrLLMaN, BY WHOM HE WAS DEFEATED.



For Mawny YEARS GENERAL BRATTON SERVED AS TRUS-
TEE OF THE OTATE UNIVERSITY; AND EVER TOOK A DEEP

INTEREST IN ALL PUBLIC MOVEMENTS PROMISING GOOD.

JOHN BRATTON AND HIS WIFE, [S4BELLA DuBosEk
BRATTON, BROUGHT GRACE TO THE SOCIAL LIFE OF WINNS-
BORO AND ADDED GREATLY TO THE CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS

ACTIVITIES OF FAIRFIELD,

HE AND HIS WIFE'S EARTHLY REMAINS REST IN ST.
Jogn's Eprscorpar CourcH CrMETERY IN WINNSBORO, SoUTH
Carorina., THE MONUMENT MARKING THE RESTING PLACE

oF JoHN BRATTON BEARS THESE WORDS:

"PENEATH THIS STONE
FrecrED 1957
BY PROPLE WHO KNEW HIS GREATNESS
IN WAR AND PEACE
LIES ALL THAT IS MORTAL
oF
Jogn BraTroN
1831-1898

FarrrreLp CounNTY'S FOREMOST
CoONFEDERATE SOLDIER
BRI6ADIER GENERAL INFANTRY
ArRMY oF NoRTHERN VIRGINTA
Kersyaw's Divisron
LonegsTrEET's Comrps”

"SevEn Pryes SeEvEN Davs HaNAasSSAS
SHARPSBURG FREDERTCKSBURG GETTYSBURG
CHICAMAUGA WILDERNESS SPOTTSYLVANTA

CoLp HarBOR PETERSBURG SavLor's Creex"



e

Wrrrren By Arrce A, B. WALxER, GENEALOGIST OF THE
Tromas WoopwaRp CrmarTER, Narrowar Socrery DaucHTERS
oF THE AMERICAN REVoLUTION, WrwwsBoro, S. (.

OcroBER, 1963,



L}

CONNECTION WITH THAT FAMOUS INSTITUTION, HE MADE
WINNSBORO HIS HOME, AND PASSED THE REMAINDER OF
HIS LIFE THERE., HRECEIVING A THOROUGH MEDICAL
TRAINING UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF Dr. RUSH, 4 CELE-
BRATED PHYSICIAN, OF PHILADELPHI4, WrLiraM BrRATTON
DEVOTED THE GREATER PART OF HIS LIFE TO THAT NOBLE
CALLING, AND ROSE TO EMINENCE AS A4 MOST SKILLFUL
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON. HE MARRIED 4 DAUGHTER OF
GewerR4L Rrcwarp WINN, 4ND TO THIS UNION FOUR
CHILDREN WERE BORN. ITHE MOTHER DIED IN EARLY LIFE,
AND THE FATHER THEN MARRIED lM1rss IsaBELLA IME4ws,
DAUGETER OF JoHN lMEans, or Grawmvy, S. C. To ruars
LATTER MARRIAGE FOUR CHILDREN WERE BORN OF WHICH
JOHN IS THE YOUNGEST. JOHN BRATTON WAS BORN AT
WrnnsBoro, S. O, IN THE HOUSE BUILT ON FORMER WINN
PROPERTY oW larcyw 7, 1851, Havive BEEN GIVEN
EVERY EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGE IN HIS BOYHobD, HE WAS
GRADUATED FRoOM [7, Zron CoLLEGE, OF HIS NATIVE
TOWN, AND IN 1850 was GRaDpUATED FROM THE S. (O,
CornEcE, AT CoLumMBI4A. THREE YEARS LATER HE COM-

PLETED A COURSE IN THE S. (O, Meprcar CoLLEGE, AT

“-‘OHAR-L'_E;S.'TON, AND SOON THEREAFTER BEGAN THE PRACTICE

OF MEDICINE IN HIS NATIVE COUNTY.



